




VICE-CHANCELLOR

Dear Reader, 

I am happy to present the fourth issue of 
“Everlasting FLAME,” which is our endeavor 
to inform you of everything that’s new and 
happening at FLAME University. 

The diverse yet original and thought-provoking 
viewpoints of our faculty members, their 
research progress, and the ideas they introduce 
into the classroom to help our students stay 
current in all areas of study are all covered in 
this edition. At the same time, we are incredibly 
proud of the accolades that our students and 
alumni continue to bring to the university.

Our students have just wrapped up the 2023 
edition of Kurukshetra, the most popular inter-
collegiate sports, cultural, and management 
festival in this part of the world. The FLAME 
campus was a hub of action and excitement 
with students from several institutions who 
participated and competed, had fun, and 
went back with great memories and newfound 
friendships. Kudos to our student team of 
organizers and volunteers, along with faculty, 
for having done a great job.

Do read this edition to see what’s happening at 
FLAME up close.

Happy reading!

From the desk of the

Dr. Dishan Kamdar
Vice-Chancellor
FLAME University



research
Global Terrestrial Water 
Storage Reconstruction 
Using Cyclostationary 
Empirical Orthogonal 
Functions (1979–2020)
Published in: Remote Sensing

Fellow - FLAME Centre for Sustainability, 
Environment and Climate Change

Faculty of Environmental Studies Faculty of Computer Science

Hrishikesh Chandanpurkar

Prof. Prasad Pathak Prof. Aamod Sane

KNOW MORE

A Sensor Placement Strategy for Comprehensive 
Urban Heat Island Monitoring
Published in: ISPRS International Journal of Geo-Information

KNOW MORE

OUR FACULTY 
COMMUNITY

https://www.mdpi.com/2072-4292/14/22/5677
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijgi12010011


Sparsistent Filtering of 
Comovement Networks from 
High-Dimensional Data

NSLNet: An Improved Deep 
Learning Model for Steel 
Surface Defect Classification 
utilizing Small Training 
Datasets 

The Diffusion of Mobile 
Payments: Profiling the 
Adopters and Non-Adopters, 
Roger’s Way

Tracking the Path of Predator 
Recognition in a Predator-Naive 

Population of the Pond Snail 

Published in: Journal of Computational Science

Published in: Manufacturing Letters

Published in: Journal of Retailing and Consumer 
Services

Published in: Behavioral Ecology

Faculty of Economics

Faculty of Marketing

Faculty of Environmental Sciences Faculty of Computer Science

Prof. Arnab Chakrabarti

Prof. Neha Yadav

Prof. Anuradha Batabyal Prof. Chiranjoy Chattopadhyay

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

Electric Vehicle Mobility 
in India: Challenges and 

Opportunities

“I Don’t Want to Have the Time 
When I Do Nothing”: Aging and 

Reconfigured Leisure Practices 
During the Pandemic

Published in: Economic and Political Weekly

Published in: Ageing International

Faculty of Human Resources

Faculty of Sociology 

Prof. Tanuj Negi

Prof. Tannistha Samanta 

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jocs.2022.101902
https://doi.org/10.1093/beheco/arac107
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jretconser.2022.103219
https://www.epw.in/journal/2022/47/commentary/electric-vehicle-mobility-india.html
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mfglet.2022.10.001
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12126-023-09519-8


On Enhancing Prediction 
Abilities of Vision-Based 
Metallic Surface Defect 
Classification through 
Adversarial Training

Currencies of Greater 
Interest for Central Asian 
Economies: An analysis of 
exchange Market Pressure 
amid global and regional 
Interdependence 

Online Reviews Towards 
Reducing Risk

Published in: Engineering Applications of 
Artificial Intelligence

Published in: Financial Innovation

Published in: Journal of Tourism Futures

Faculty of Computer Science  Faculty of Finance 
Prof. Chiranjoy Chattopadhyay Prof. Devendra Kumar Jain 

KNOW MORE
KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

The dark side of advertising: 
promoting unhealthy food 

consumption
Published in: European Journal of Marketing

Faculty of Advertising & Branding
Prof. Bilwa Deshpande

KNOW MORE

Faculty of Marketing 
Prof. Neha Yadav

https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EJM-08-2021-0659/full/html
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engappai.2022.105553
https://doi.org/10.1108/JTF-01-2022-0016
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40854-022-00417-7


In the media
Art Attack: Targeting the 
Sunflowers

Review: Valli by Sheela Tomy

“Tell the people who are close 
to you about how you feel. 

Including them will help you 
process the situation better”

Published in: The Indian Express

Published in: Hindustan Times

Published in: Live Mint for a quoteFaculty of English Literature

Faculty of English Literature

Faculty of Psychology

Prof. Kunal Ray

Prof. Kunal Ray 

Prof. Moitrayee Das

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

Faculty of Psychology
Prof. Meghana Srivatsav

Faculty of Psychology
Prof. Moulika Mandal

Silent screams behind metallic bars
Published in: Telangana Today

KNOW MORE

Does India possess a visual 
sense or design sense?
Published in: The Hans India

Faculty of Design, Art and Performance
Prof. Suniti Vadalkar

KNOW MORE

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/art-attack-opinion-kunal-ray-8243951/
https://telanganatoday.com/opinion-silent-screams-behind-metallic-bars
https://www.hindustantimes.com/books/review-valli-by-sheela-tomy-101667593551127.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/sorry-but-the-company-doesn-t-need-you-anymore-111668929156735.html
https://www.thehansindia.com/hans/young-hans/does-india-possess-a-visual-sense-or-design-sense-770266?infinitescroll=1


Today’s conflicts about 
Indian federalism were 
predicted by Constituent 
Assembly seven 
decades ago

“Air pollution crisis is 
severely impacting the 

normal activities of both 
children and adults and 

leads to disruption in their 
social aspects of life as 

well. All of these declines 
in physical, emotional, and 
social aspects of life lead 

people to experience low life 
satisfaction and poor well-

being”

Published in: Scroll.in

Published in: Live Mint for a quote

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE KNOW MORE

Faculty of Psychology

Faculty of PsychologyFaculty of Public Policy

Prof. Garima Rajan

Prof. Moitrayee DasProf. Shivakumar Jolad
Fellow at FLAME Centre for Legislative 
Research and Education

Saumya Gupta

Work calls or work creeps
Published in: Telangana Today

KNOW MORE

“We are not engaging 
in questions of unequal 

division of labour, social 
policies affecting women’s 

professional labour and 
institutional protocols 

enabling women scientists. 
Unless we bring these 

questions under scrutiny, 
women scientists, educators 

and professionals will 
continue to lose.”

Published in: Down To Earth for a quote

Faculty of Sociology
Prof. Tannistha Samanta

https://scroll.in/article/1038351/todays-conflicts-about-indian-federalism-were-predicted-by-constituent-assembly-seven-decades-ago
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/health/wellness/when-air-pollution-damages-your-body-and-your-mind-111669685964828.html
https://telanganatoday.com/opinion-work-calls-or-work-creeps
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/science-technology/amp/did-the108th-indian-science-congress-uphold-its-theme-of-women-empowerment--87083


UGC guidelines have got it 
wrong: To come to India, 

foreign universities need 
more than unlocking of 

regulatory keys
Published in: The Indian Express

Faculty of Public Policy

Faculty of Humanities

Prof. Yugank Goyal

Prof. Maya Dodd

KNOW MORE

Decoding Chinese LAC 
border aggression

On Doordarshan

Watch Video

Faculty of International Studies
Prof. Roger Liu

Faculty of Psychology
Prof. Moitrayee Das

New year resolution: To sleep 
well

Right to Internet is a 
human right: Rethinking 
digital access

Published in: The Sentinel

Published in: TVW News India

KNOW MORE

KNOW MORE

Feeling lonely at work? 
You are not alone
Published in: Business Manager

Faculty of Psychology
Prof. Moitrayee Das

KNOW MORE

https://www.sentinelassam.com/editorial/new-year-resolution-to-sleep-well-630171#.Y7F4kCBBvBA.whatsapp
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/ugc-foreign-universities-india-campus-8377442/lite/
https://tvwnewsindia.com/2023/01/11/right-to-internet-is-a-human-right-rethinking-digital-access/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=734&v=MUc4A15Qss4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.businessmanager.in/feeling-lonely-at-work-you-are-not-alone/


BOOKS PUBLISHED

Vice-Chancellor 

Faculty of Theatre

Faculty of Humanities and Languages

Prof. Dishan Kamdar

Prof. Ashutosh Potdar

Prof. Kedar Kulkarni

Cleansing Moments: Developing 
Leadership Skills For All Times

World Lietrature and the 
Question of Genre in Colonial 
India - Poetry, Drama and 
Print Culture 1790-1890

Publisher: Wiley

Publisher: Bloomsbury

The Greatest Marathi Stories 
Ever Told
Publisher: Aleph Book Company

Crymble Award 2022
Prof. Dodd and Prof. Kalra, received the Crymble Award 2022 for their 
book, “Exploring Digital Humanities in India”.

Prof. Krishna, received the Grant for her 
project, ‘Sabras – A Glimpse into the 
Deccani Renaissance’.

GRANTS AND AWARDS

Faculty of  Humanities and Languages Faculty of Literary & Cultural Studies
Prof. Maya Dodd Prof. Nidhi Kalra

Sher-Gil Sundaram Arts 
Foundation and Asia Art 
Archive in India Research 
Grant

Faculty of Communication
Prof. Yamini Krishna



NEW FACULTY JOIN THE 
FLAME COMMUNITY

Faculty of Psychology
PhD in Psychology - IIT Bombay, 
India

PhD in Ecology - Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore, India

PhD in Industrial Engineering - 
Northeastern University, Boston, USA

Faculty of Environmental Sciences

Dean - Faculty of Computing and 
Data Sciences

PhD in Computer Science - Monash 
University, Melbourne, Australia

Pursuing PhD in Finance - NITIE, 
Mumbai, India

Faculty of Finance

Prof. Purnima Bajre
Faculty of Operations & Analytics
Prof. Aditi JoshiProf. Anuradha Batabyal

Prof. Ajith Abraham Prof. Pawan Kumar

Faculty of Public Policy

Faculty of Philosophy and Religious Studies

Prof. Yugank Goyal

Prof. Pankaj Jain

Who moved my vote?

Indian and Western 
Philosophical Concepts in 
Religion

Publisher: Westland

Publisher: Rowman and Littlefield



OUR STUDENT 
COMMUNITY

EVENTS at FLAME
Investiture ceremony

The Investiture Ceremony of the FLAME Student 
Council for the academic session 2022-23 was 
held with great pomp. 

Read more

Sports Jersey Unveiling Ceremony
At FLAME University, we integrate sports into every aspect of our culture. 
A prestigious event for all the athletes at FLAME, the Sports Jersey Unveiling Ceremony 
was a momentous celebration honoring all the sports teams.

FLAME alumna Riya Davda, a certified yoga instructor, 
conducted a yoga event organized by The FLAME Yoga Club 
and the FLAME Alumni Relations Cell. 

The aim of the session was to equip students, staff, and faculty 
with tools that would help them deal with the repercussions of 
weak postures. 

Read more

Posture Correction & Stress Management

Read more

https://www.instagram.com/p/CkkrNwdy7PP/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CksiveVPZpN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmocFtMIycv/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


FLAMEFLAME  
KURUKSHETRAKURUKSHETRA

Welcome to the battlefield!
FLAME University’s  
inter-college  
student-run festival, 
Kurukshetra, was held 
from January 25–29, 
2023, at the FLAME 
campus. Students 
from various colleges 
across India competed 
in sports, cultural, and 
management events. 
True to its foundation 
in liberal education, 
the festival was an all-around 
experience and catered to every 
individual’s interest and skill set. 
Students took home more than just 
memories; they took home skills, 
friendships, a sportsperson’s spirit, 
and the Kurukshetra experience, 
which is far more valuable than 
trophies and medals. 



FLAMEUniversity
x = independently organized TED event

At times, one step further, one extra mile and just one word can make all the noise. The noise continues 
to echo in the free yet restricted world of ours. These actions and words create the smallest to the 
largest of revolutions to build a better future. It takes strength to climb higher and leave these limits 
behind. Such stories go beyond boundaries. FLAME University celebrated the stories of courage, 
growth, resilience and uproar that encapsulate the essence of transcendence. 

This event hosted by FLAME University saw students interact with renowned speakers and gained 
knowledge from insightful sessions.

Shibin 
Harinadh
Hypnotist & Mentalist

Shibin Harinadh is a 
practicing hypnotist 
and an experienced 
mentalist, or as 
he likes to put it ‘a 
wanderer of minds’. 

Vedant Pophale
Mythologist & Writer

Vedant Pophale is a Mythologist, Writer and 
a Wordplay Enthusiast. Since the past eight 
years, he has indulged in the studies of the 
scriptures from Oxford Center for Hindu 
Studies and Bhandarkar Oriental Research 
Institute in Pune with an expertise in Indian 
Mythology.

Aditya Singh Kapur
Known for Social Innovations

Aditya S Kapur, is an 
evolving kid who is known 
for his Social Innovations. 
Been recognized by 
United Nations twice, 
awarded by the Indian 
Government for 9+ years 
consecutively.

Foram Shah / Daaniyal
Deepesh Solanki Co-founder - Spill Poetry

Independent Authorized Ambassador · 
IMG Academy

Foram and Daaniyal are the co-founders 
of Spill Poetry, one of India’s most loved 
art collectives. Spill Poetry promotes and 
produces content in collaboration with more 
than 100+ artists and hosts events across the 
country.

Subject of Walt Disney 
Movie Million Dollar Arm.

Read more

Soumya Jain
Founder and CEO of iTeach Schools

Soumya is the Founder and CEO of iTeach Schools 
and the co-founder of iTeach Fellowship (now closed). 

Vedant Pophale is a Mythologist, 
Writer and a Wordplay Enthusiast. 
Since the past eight years, he 
has indulged in the studies of the 
scriptures from Oxford Center for 
Hindu Studies and Bhandarkar 
Oriental Research Institute in Pune 
with an expertise in Indian Mythology.

Vedant Pophale
Mythologist & Writer

Vedant Pophale is a Mythologist, Writer and 
a Wordplay Enthusiast. Since the past eight 
years, he has indulged in the studies of the 
scriptures from Oxford Center for Hindu 
Studies and Bhandarkar Oriental Research 
Institute in Pune with an expertise in Indian 
Mythology.

Ananya Maloo
Entrepreneur 

Ananya started her entrepreneurial journey 
through the launch of Nuutjob a male intimate 
hygiene and grooming company along with her 
sister Anushree in 2021.

https://www.tedxflameuniversity.com/


Achievements

FLAME students at 
the Youth Forum

02Read more

Application of 
Psychological 
Concepts to 
the World 
of Business 
(Branding): 

Read more 04

01

FLAME students 
at the Indian 
Conference on 
Bioinformatics

03

We congratulate our undergraduate student, Tarini 
Ravi Kumar, an advocate of regenerative and 
ergonomic technology, for presenting her research 
on the Proteus Effect: For Better or for Metaverse 
(digital self-representations and their implications) 
at the online convention hosted by the Center for 
Humane Technology - Course Community 
Showcase. 

Her research aimed at dissecting the various 
psychological phenomena of self-perception and 
behavioral confirmation with respect to avatars and 
their presence in web spaces.

Third-year Psychology Major students Ananya 
Saxena, Cherish Mundhra, and Sanayah 
Sansare were selected to represent FLAME 
University at the Youth Forum organized by the 
Fourth Wave Foundation in association with 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
and the World Federation Against Drugs.
Third-year Psychology Major students Ananya 
Saxena, Cherish Mundhra, and Sanayah 
Sansare were selected to represent FLAME 
University at the Youth Forum organized by the 
Fourth Wave Foundation in association with 
the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
and the World Federation Against Drugs.

Third-year undergraduate students Oom Rawat, 
Nandini Gandhi, and Shubhangi Sharma presented 
their research work on “Improved JAYA algorithm 
for the identification of protein functions” at the 
Indian Conference on Bioinformatics (Inbix’22).

Published in: The International Journal of Indian 
Psychology

https://ijip.in/articles/application-of-psychological-concepts-to-the-world-of-business-branding/
https://www.instagram.com/p/ClVRu1jO1KN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


05 FLAME Students 
selected for 
Volleyball State 
Championship

Read more

FLAME 
Swimming 
Team Does Us Proud

Read more

gold at Ice Skating National 
Championship

07

08

FLAME Women’s 
Chess Team 
Wins Big

Read more

FLAME students Mannat Budhrani, Nishtha 
Agarwal, Kajol Nanavati, Abhinav Mookim, and 
Ishaan Sapru participated in the ‘12th State Level 
Open Sea Swimming Competition and Beach 
Games 2022’ held at Malvan.
Nishtha Agarwal secured the fourth position, and 
Mannat Budhrani secured the sixth position in 
the female category. While in the male category, 
Ishaan Sapru secured the fifth position.

Janvi Chordia, an undergraduate student at FLAME University, shines at the 18th National Speed 
Skating Championships, securing first place in the Junior A category and adding another gold medal 
to her already impressive tally of seven national gold medals.
We congratulate Janvi on her outstanding achievement.

The FLAME Women’s Chess Team participated in the “Rise Up: Pune Female Chess Tournament,” 
one of the first ever exclusive female chess tournaments organized in India under the prestigious 
Pune District Chess Circle. 

We congratulate Gaurika Gupta, Misha Sharma, Nidhi, and Sanika Singhi for their exceptional 
performance and thank the FLAME Chess Coach, Mr. Pavan Katkade, for mentoring the team.

Read more

We are delighted to celebrate the selection of 
our four undergraduate students, Deeksha 
Vinod, Dyumni Pandit, Thankam Joshua, 
and Varna Kamath, to play in the Under-21 

Youth Volleyball State 
Championship.
Adding to this exciting 
news, Deeksha Vinod 
has also been selected 
for the National Volleyball 
Under-21 Team, and 
FLAME volleyball coach 
Akshay Taware has been 
appointed as the Youth 
Maharashtra National 
Team Coach.

06

https://www.instagram.com/p/ClVZ18uygGQ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmG3GH6t3zP/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmZEo4iS0CF/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.instagram.com/p/CnTftuoSahh/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


WATCH VIDEO

WATCH VIDEO

STUDY ABROAD EXPERIENCE

Semester Abroad at 
Wellesley College

Semester Abroad at FLAME 
University

Dhriti Sumanth

Jyontika Kapoor

Dhriti Sumanth, a third-year undergraduate student at FLAME 
University, chose Wellesley College for her semester exchange 
program. 

Speaking about the curriculum at FLAME and Wellesley, she 
mentions how the semester abroad program at FLAME helped her 
enhance her learning and grow both academically and personally

Jyontika Kapoor, a third-year undergraduate student at Wellesley 
College in Boston, USA, chose FLAME University for her semester 

exchange program.

Speaking about the rigorous and challenging curriculum at 
FLAME, akin to the one at Wellesley, she mentions how the 

semester exchange program at FLAME University helped her 
enhance her learning and grow both academically and personally.

Our close-knit community also made her feel at home.

MEET OUR STUDENTS

First-year undergraduate student, 
FLAME University

First-year undergraduate student,
FLAME University

Arushi Arney

Nicksha Sakthivel

Undergraduate student Dhriti 
Sumanth | Semester Abroad at 
Wellesley College

Undergraduate student Jyontika 
Kapoor | Semester Abroad at FLAME 

University

WATCH VIDEO

With a passion for economics and data 
science. Arushi shares her thoughts on how 

FLAME, its academics, and its resources can 
help her achieve her dreams. 

WATCH VIDEO

With her talents and achievements spanning from 
competing in national league rowing to internationally 
representing India at the Busan International Art Fair, 
Nicksha is the true definition of a “jack-of-all-trades.” Tune in 
to hear her story about why she thinks FLAME University’s 
liberal education is the right choice for her as she aspires to 
pursue business management as well as film, photography, 
and art.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2T1EZI42LmM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cm55Wc6fq4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QDWQhvZmR04&list=PLCccI6uCTLdmfJRoNDHi6j3lLXeV2mv8e&index=2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3goqu4_jAQE&list=PLCccI6uCTLdmfJRoNDHi6j3lLXeV2mv8e&index=3


OUR ALUMNI 
COMMUNITY

storytelling with big 
brands

an entrepreneur turned 
angel investor

know more

know more

Madhurima has always believed that knowledge 
is the key to success in any field. While she was at 
FLAME, she made sure to absorb, research, and 
make the most of everything the curriculum had to 
offer. Her commitment has allowed her to showcase 
her narrative skills for the likes of Netflix and Amazon 
Prime. 

Having an eye on the prize, Pratik pursued a 
postgraduate course in Entrepreneurship at FLAME to 
gain skills and knowledge about managing his two-and-
a-half-decade-old family business that goes by the name 
of “Sainath Developers.” Along with entrepreneurship, 
Pratik has also ventured into investing and has partnered 
with companies such as Snackible, Leegality, and more 
as an angel investor.

FLAME Alumna

FLAME Alumnus

Madhurima Khadilkar

Pratik Kataria

https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/flame-alumnus-pratik-kataria-founding-member-of-nextgen-naredco-explores-new-avenues-as-an-angel-investor
https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/building-a-strong-knowledge-base-at-flame-madhurima-khadilkar-now-works-her-magic-in-storytelling-for-giants-like-netflix-and-amazon-prime


From the humble beginnings 
of Santawanam at FLAME 
to her award-winning 
performance on “Echoing 
Chamber”, Swati Simha lives 
her dream

In the dynamic world of 
media, entertainment, and 
sports, Rahul Kamboj shares 
the 3Ps of success

know more

know more

Swati’s theatre journey started when she wrote, directed, 
and performed in Santawanam at FLAME, as she 
reproduced and summarized everything taught in the 
course. After that, the world became her stage. From her 
stints at the Royal Court Theatre, London, and the Royal 
Exchange Theatre, Manchester, to bagging the Toto 
award in 2018 for her performance in the play “Echoing 
Chamber,” Swati has only been making greater strides in 
her theatre career.

FLAME alumnus Rahul Kamboj had always been inclined 
towards live events, sports, shows, and films, and that is what 
drove him to work with prestigious organizations and highly 
influential people. From being the Associate Creative Director 
at Cineyug to working on shows like the Colors Screen 
Awards, the Golden Petal Awards, and more, Rahul has only 
moved from one milestone to another. 

Currently the Head of Content at the National Basketball 
Association- India, Rahul points out the 3 Ps of acing the 
media industry, namely perseverance, persistence, and 
patience.

FLAME Alumna

FLAME Alumnus

Swati Simha

Rahul Kamboj

Exploring the deeper realms 
of the mind 

know more

Drishti, the founder and CEO of Journey Matters, has 
been exploring the field of psychology for seven years 
and says that the journey has been nothing short of 
insightful. Having worked with people of all age groups, 
she chooses to help children in their early stages of 
development. By using physical and digital products, 
Drishti aims to instill and condition emotional literacy in 
schools and at home.

FLAME Alumna
Drishti Goenka

From procuring government 
permits to coordinating 
with Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, Karthikeshwar 
Sankar aims to empower the 
environment

know more

FLAME alumnus Karthikeshwar Sankar’s journey in 
the field of environmental studies started at FLAME. 
The constantly evolving nature of the field sparked his 
curiosity about new discoveries, leading him to intern 
with organizations like Envirosphere Consultants Ltd. and 
HMR Consultants.

FLAME Alumnus
Karthikeshwar Sankar

https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/from-the-humble-beginnings-of-santawanam-at-flame-to-her-award-winning-performance-on-echoing-chamber-swati-simha-lives-her-dream
https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/in-the-dynamic-world-of-media-entertainment-and-sports-rahul-kamboj-shares-the-3ps-of-success
https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/exploring-the-deeper-realms-of-the-mind-drishti-goenka-talks-about-being-a-mental-health-consultant-and-her-journey-so-far
https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/from-procuring-government-permits-to-coordinating-with-fisheries-and-oceans-canada-karthikeshwar-sankar-aims-to-empower-the-environment


Making his presence in the 
field of Psychology

How To Succeed At Business 
School: Top Tips From Alumni

know more

know more

Ashay’s passion for lifelong learning and hands-on 
experience propels him to new heights. Internships, 
teaching, and now a PhD project on the psychology of 
communicating tipping points for social change at the 
University of Groningen, Faculty of Behavioural and 
Social Sciences in the Netherlands, funded by the Dutch 
Research Council (NWO). Ashay’s drive to constantly 
improve and innovate serves as an inspiration to us all.

FLAME alumna Aniesha Chaana, Assistant Director - 
Brand, Marketing and Communications, Ernst & Young; 
FLAME alumnus Dipen Bhuva, Group Head - Planning, 
Ogilvy; and Mitali Maheshwari, first-year postgraduate 
student at FLAME, spoke to BusinessBecause, shared 
their experiences, and gave suggestions on how to make 
the most of the business school journey.

FLAME Alumnus
Ashay Deshpande

BIG WIN AT EPICA AWARDS

know more

Himanish, the creative director at Leo Burnett, and his 
team bagged a Grand Prix, a Gold, and a Bronze for 
Procter & Gamble’s Whisper “Missing Chapter” under 
Sustainable Development Goals at the Epica Awards. 

FLAME Alumnus
Himanish Ashar

Easy Wanderlings tops 
Rolling Stone India’s list 
of the 10 best Indian EPs

know more

The five-track EP “Caught in a Paradise” is 
ranked first on Rolling Stone India’s list of the 
best Indian EPs of 2022. The band members, 
some of whom are FLAME alumni, deserve 
kudos for pulling off this feat and our best 
wishes for success in all of their future projects.

https://www.flame.edu.in/happenings/making-his-presence-in-the-field-of-psychology-heres-the-story-of-ashay-deshpande
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epwiGuh09ak&feature=youtu.be
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmJJVNgyx9I/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bb9o_Rq5pj0


FLAME Alumna

FLAME Alumnus

Muskan Agarwal

Sidharth Rath

FLAME alumni at UNLEASH

FLAME alumni 
featured in

Muskan Agarwal and Sidharth Rath, both FLAME 
alumni and FLAME Entrepreneurship Lab alumni, joined 
1,000 global talents from over 160 countries to discuss, 
debate, and deliver solutions for global SDGs at the 
UNLEASH Global Innovation Lab in Mysore. The lab 
brings together international partners to work on several 
UN SDGs. While Muskan participated and innovated for 
SDG 4: Education, Sidharth worked on SDG 3: Non-
communicable Diseases - to build breakthrough solutions 
for a better world. 

FLAME alumna Drishti Goenka was also a part of the 
initiative, as her emotional literacy app for the early 
years, FUFU Feels, made it to the TOP 25 teams for the 
UNLEASH Plus Bootcamp.

Eerishika Pankaj, Head of Research and Operations Director, 
Organisation for Research on China and Asia, and Sidharth Rath, 
Founder and CEO, Swasthya Plus 
Network, both FLAME alumni, were 
featured in the 25 Under 25 list of 
young Indians in policy and politics. 
The list, curated by the Young 
India Foundation, was unveiled 
on National Youth Day at the India 
International Centre in Delhi and 
recognizes young leaders making 
an impact in Indian politics.

FLAME Alumna

FLAME Alumnus
FLAME Alumna

Drishti Goenka

Sidharth Rath
Eerishika Pankaj

know more

Read more

India’s first  
25 under 25

Alumni Mumbai Chapter 
Meet, an evening to 
remember!

The evening was filled with warmth, laughter, 
and cherished conversations as the alumni 
reconnected and reminisced about their time at 
FLAME. The beautiful evening was a testament 
to the strong bonds and everlasting friendships 
formed during their time as students at FLAME. 
The alumni shared their career and achievements 
post FLAME with the leadership of FLAME. 
The smiles on everyone’s faces truly spoke 
volumes about the positive impact of the FLAME 
community.

https://25under25.youngindia.foundation/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CmGWmxLSZdI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link


Experiential
learning

Field-based learning

FLAME University believes in standing 
true to its vision of imparting education 
that transcends traditional classroom 
learning.

Field-based inquiries (fieldwork) have 
been central to the disciplines of 
sociology and anthropology around 
the world. Recently, to learn about the 
importance of field-based information, 
third-year undergraduate students of 
‘Rural Sociology’ undertook a day-
long rural field visit. The location of this 
immersion was a village in Khed taluka, 
which served as a perfect site for the 
experience.

The visit was beneficial in bridging 
the gap between classroom and field 
learning, allowing students to see how 
their classroom knowledge could be 
applied in real-life situations.

The second-year MBA (Communications 
Management) students took a leap from theory 
to practice with an insightful industry visit. The 
recent opportunity to visit Tonic Worldwide, a 
leading marketing and communication agency, 
and a behind-the-scenes tour of the sets of The 
Kapil Sharma Show gave the students valuable 
insights into the industry and a chance to see how 
theory is applied in real-life situations.

Industry visit to Tonic 
Worldwide and the sets 
of The Kapil Sharma Show

Rural Field Visit



A guided heritage walk was organized for the third-year undergraduate and FLAME Scholars 
Program students under the courses Urban Sociology and Urban Studies, respectively. Prof. 
Anup Tripathi, Faculty of Sociology, and Prof. Prasad Pathak, Faculty of Environmental Studies, 
organized this experiential event in association with the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural 
Heritage (INTACH), Pune Chapter. 

Dr. Shubhada Kamalapurkar, an architect and conservation expert from INTACH, led the walk. 
This activity aimed to expose students to urban diversity, socio-spatiality, architecture, and 
planning in the old Pune city from an urban planning perspective

Heritage walk around Pune city

Guests at FLAME

Srini Krish
President-Global Services, Fiserv Inc.

Co-founder and CFO, 
SKILLEDGE

Shailendra Marathe

Organized by the FLAME Career Services Office, 
Mr. Krish conducted an insightful session on 
the importance of diversity and inclusion. The 
session covered some critical issues and helped 
students gain clarity about subjects like success 
and leadership to have a fulfilling professional and 
personal life.

FLAME University hosted Mr. Marathe 
on campus, where he interacted with the 

postgraduate students and conducted an 
insightful session on pricing and pricing 

strategy, using relevant examples and 
presenting a unique blend of theory and 

practice, adding value to the students’ 
learning experience by sharing some 

pearls of wisdom from his journey.

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

PRICING AND PRICING 
STRATEGY

Manager - HR Management Partner, 
VMware

Founder and CEO, 
Journey Matters

Supervising Producer, 
Sony Pictures Networks India

Monica Nehe Drishti Goenka Pankti Vora

In this one-of-a-kind interaction series, organized by the Alumni Relations Office, FLAME alumni, 
and students participated in conversations that lead to an exchange of exciting ideas and 
experiences.

Alumni Interaction Series



Pradeep Lokhande

Dr. Bhuvanesh Awasthi

The session with Mr. Lokhande was organized as a 
part of the Business and Rural Immersion Program 
for second-year postgraduate students at FLAME 
School of Business. During the session, Mr. 
Lokhande dove deeper into the transformation of 
rural India over the past five years and also talked 
about its growing dominance in business and 
consumerism.

FLAME University hosted an interactive 
session on ”Behavioural Insights for Public 

Policy” with Dr. Awasthi. The session 
explored how human cognition, emotions, 
and unconscious biases influence choice 

behaviour and what could be done to improve 
public policy and governance-related 

areas like public health, financial literacy, 
organizational strategy, and more.

Postcard Man of India visits 
the FLAME campus

Behavioural Insights for 
Public Policy

Social Activist

Exp-Design Lead Researcher - Behavioural Finance,  
Government of Canada

Mr. Raja Karthikeya

Sushovan Sarkar

The Department of Marketing at the FLAME School 
of Business hosted Mr. Sarkar for a guest session 
on brand strategy for postgraduate students. 
He delivered an insightful session on branding 
concepts for different brands and discussed the 
nuances of the application of branding strategies 
in various geographical contexts. He focused 
on Keller’s Resonance Model for Building Brand 
Equity and explained how it was critical for brands 
to go up the pyramid from salience to resonance 
by establishing breadth and depth for brand 
awareness, creating Points of Parity and Points of 
Difference, eliciting a positive brand response, and 
developing active brand relationships.

NUANCES OF BRAND STRATEGY

The Department of Social Sciences, FLAME 
University, and the FLAME Centre for South 

and South-East Asian Studies jointly organized 
a lecture on ”Imagination in Diplomacy.” The 

session was conducted by Mr. Raja Karthikeya, 
who specializes in risk analysis, conflict 

mediation, disaster management, international 
development, and multilateral diplomacy. Before 

joining the UN, he worked with international 
affairs think tanks and has published widely on 

public policy challenges.

Imagination in Diplomacy

Social Activist

National Key Accounts Manager, 
HELL Energy, India



Webinars and 
Conferences

Dr. Roy gave an insightful session for the students 
of FLAME School of Communication; he shed 
light on how different cultures influence people’s 
purchasing behavior and how brands communicate 
with their audiences.

Prof. Jain was invited to be part of the discussion 
on “Yoga, Dharma, and Ecology” at the University 

of Houston College of Nursing Library, USA.

Culture and Consumer Behavior

Prof. Pankaj Jain at the University 
of Houston College

Dr. Rajat Roy

Prof. Pankaj Jain

Associate Professor of Marketing, 
Bond University,  
Australia

Faculty of Philosophy and Religious Studies



Co-Chair, Creative & Cultural 
Businesses Programme, 
IIM-Ahmedabad

Co Founder and Editor,  
Live History India

Cofounder, 
NICEorg

Founder,  
Ekibeki

Founder,  
GMGC (IPR/GI Expert)

CEO,  
Startup Oasis

Co-Chair, Creative & Cultural 
Businesses Programme,  
IIM-Ahmedabad

Founder, 
Indic Inspirations

Faculty of Public Policy,
FLAME University

Chairperson,  
UP Institute of Design and 
Research

Founder,  
Korakari

Founder-Chairman,  
Asian Heritage Foundation

President,  
ICCR

Faculty of Entrepreneurship, 
FLAME UniversityDirector, CEED,  

Gokhale Institute

FLAME Centre for Knowledge Alternatives, in partnership with the Network of Indian Cultural 
Enterprises (NICEorg) organized a roundtable to initiate meaningful discourse on strengthening 
cultural entrepreneurship in India. There is a need for discourse on the cultural enterprise to 
move from preservation to promotion, and an enabling policy framework is necessary for that. 
The discussions aimed to identify the potential and constraints faced by cultural entrepreneurs in 
India and how an enabling policy ecosystem can evolve in this sector.

India’s Cultural Enterprise: From Protection & 
Preservation to Promotion 

panelists

anchal jain

Mini  menon

Sanjay anandaram

vishpala 
hundekari

Ganesh hingmire

Chintan bakshi

omkar sathe

sunil jalihal

yugank goyalKshipra shukla

Dileep more

rajeev sethi

Vinay 
sahasrabuddhe 

BHARAT DAMANILalitagauri 
kulkarni



Symposium on Sustainable Finance - An Indic Context
The objective of the symposium was to initiate a discussion on how India is well-positioned to 
provide global, intellectual, and educational leadership through its dharmic wisdom, lived history, 
traditions, and experience with sustainable finance.

The symposium had eminent panelists and industry leaders from the financial sector. It was a 
platform for students to gain insights about an important and developing concept in finance.

Globally renowned expert advisor, 
thought leader, writer, educator and 
broadcaster

Faculty of Sociology

Faculty of International Studies

Faculty of Public PolicyFaculty of Finance Faculty of Finance
Prof. Atul K Shah Prof. Yugank GoyalProf. Devendra Jain Prof. Anuja Sethiya

Prof. Gandhi delivered a series of six lectures at 
Hope College, Michigan, U.S., on topics related to 
India, such as colorism in India, caste and class in 
India, Hinduism and gender in India, and women 
fine artists of contemporary India, in courses 
offered at Hope College on race and ethnicity, 
women in global society, art and activism, and 
introduction to sociology.

Prof. Balan was invited as a panelist for a 
discussion on ”Gender Mainstreaming in 

International Labour Migration.” The panel 
deliberated on ways to facilitate women’s safe 

migration and mobility to European destinations, 
including devising comprehensive pre-departure 

training, portability of skills, and gender 
mainstreaming in labor policies.

Prof. Poonam Gandhi at Hope 
College

Gender Mainstreaming in 
International Labour Migration

Prof. Poonam Gandhi

Prof. Divya Balan

With the objective of bringing marginalized communities into mainstream curricula, FLAME University recently held a two-
day workshop as part of a larger, ongoing research project called The Ownership of Public History in India (TOPHI), funded 
by the British Academy. 

The workshop initiated by Prof. Maya Dodd, 
Faculty of Humanities at FLAME University, 
was a confluence of community researchers 
from across western and southern India 
and focused on Adivasi foodways and the 
wild foods documentation project. Some 
key panelists included: Aslam Saiyyad of 
Hallu Hallu; Chef Thomas Zacharias of The 
Locavore; Prof. GN Devy, an institution builder 
famously known for the People’s Linguistic 
Survey of India and the Adivasi Academy; 
Nandini Oza, former 
President of the Oral 
History Association 
of India, and creator 
of the Oral History 
Narmada repository.

FLAME University recently hosted the 5th edition 
of the Law Economics Policy Conference, on 
the theme ”India: The Path to Sustained Growth 
over the Next Decade,”  jointly with the Institute 
for New Economic Thinking (INET).

The three-day conference was graced by 
noteworthy personalities like Vallabh Bhansali, 
Co-Founder of the ENAM and Governing Body 
Member of FLAME University; Raghunath 

Mashelkar, Former 
Director General of the 
Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research; 
Justice (Retd.) Madan 
Lokur, Former Judge of 
the Supreme Court of 
India, and many more.

The Ownership of Public History in India

Law Economics Policy 
Conference at FLAME University

Read more

Read more

https://www.flame.edu.in/in-the-media/flame-university-hosts-workshop-on-the-ownership-of-public-history-in-india-project-to-explore-adivasi-foodways
https://www.flame.edu.in/in-the-media/flame-university-hosted-the-5th-edition-of-law-economics-policy-conference


Other Impact 
Stories

Placements 2022 | STUDENTS BAG TOP SALARY OF RS. 20.5 Lakh

FLAME RECeIVES OVERALL DIAMOND RANKING

We are proud to announce that 79% of our MBA and 67% of the MBA (Communications Management) graduating class 
of 2023 have been placed across companies, sectors, and industries, much before program completion. Companies 
recruited our students across verticals and offered roles in the areas of banking, consulting, retail operations, human 
resources, product management, copywriting, client servicing, marketing, relationship management, business analysis, 
project management, etc.

Some of the participating companies included Vedanta, Reliance Retail, HDFC Bank, Adani Group, Bajaj Finance, ANZ 
Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, and Ernst & Young.

FLAME University has been awarded 
an overall Diamond ranking, 
along with Diamond ranking in the 
Academic Development, Diversity 
and Accessibility, Facilities, Faculty 
Quality, and Research Parameters by 
Quacquarelli Symonds (QS).

QS specializes in the analysis of higher 
education institutions across the globe, 
and QS I-GAUGE is an India-specific 
rating system for universities, colleges, 
and schools in the country.

View Interim Placement Report 2023

Read more

https://www.igauge.in/rating/flame-university
https://www.flame.edu.in/career-services/placement-report/year-2023


FLAME receives the Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) Member 
Certificate

FLAME University signs an MoU with the Indian 
Navy and Navy Welfare And Wellness Association 
(NWWA)

FLAME University has received the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) 
Member Certificate at the 12th Indian Management 
Conclave (IMC) 2022, India’s definitive annual 
Management Education Conference and Awards 
Platform.  

AACSB is a global nonprofit association that brings 
educators, students, and businesses together to 
achieve a common goal: creating the next generation 
of great leaders. The AACSB accreditation is known 
worldwide as the long-standing, most-recognized form 
of specialized accreditation that an institution and its 
business programs can earn. It includes a rigorous 
external review of an institution’s mission, faculty 
qualifications, curriculum, and ability to provide the 
highest-quality programs.

In an attempt to provide the benefit of quality 
education to deserving students and recognize the 
talent in our community, FLAME University has 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Indian Navy and the Navy Welfare and Wellness 
Association (NWWA). 

Following the signing of this MoU, eligible students 
from naval families will be admitted to FLAME with 
fee waivers. We are excited to work together to assist 
young, promising students and give their careers a 
much-needed boost.




