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Does growing government debt lead to a 
financial crisis? A model-based solution 
for Fiji
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A Cognitive and Socio-cultural Perspective 
on the Tendency to use Gmail’s Smart 
Reply-like AI-based Texting Features

Gmail Smart Reply Usage: A Simulation Study

Possible Factors Affecting Gmail Smart Reply-
like AI-based Solutions

Implications

“Our increasing dependence 
on AI-based language 
solutions cannot be neglected 
and it has implications in the 
areas of computer-mediated 
communication and 
linguistics …”
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GenAI at FLAME 

Generative AI at FLAME
GenAI and the Future of University Education: Prof. 
Santosh Kudtarkar

Applications of GenAI for Academicians: Prof. 
Shivakumar Jolad 

Using AI-Generated Art to Facilitate Engagement in 
Classroom Activities and Learning: Prof. Sairaj Patki 

Thinking a Step Ahead of AI: Prof. Suniti Vadalkar

What’s at Stake for Students Learning Academic 
Writing?: Prof. Nidhi Kalra, Prof. Rajitha Venugopal

“Pyndora’s bot”: An Experimental GPT-3.5 based 
Chatbot Piloted in the 
CSIT101 Course: Nandini 
Gandhi and Prof. Kaushik 
Gopalan

Natural Usage Patterns of ChatGPT by CS students: 
Melwina Albuquerque, Madhav Gupta, and Prof. Aamod 
Sane 

Closing Thoughts
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The Digital Artisans: Shaping the Future of 
Design Assessment in the AI Era 

“As the journey continues, the 
integration of generative AI 
into design education remains 
a narrative of harmonization 
and adaptation, blending the 
tried and tested with the 
transformative potential of 
the new.”



RESEARCH FOCUS



Research Focus

Shell Shock: Exploring Cognitive Parallels 
between Snails and Humans in a Stressful 
World

Surprisingly, these findings 
echo our own experiences as 
humans, underscoring the 
interconnectedness of all 
living beings

Bridging the gap between 
preclinical and clinical 
studies on bioactive 
compounds could lead to 
complementary use 
alongside traditional 
drugs, promoting a 
healthier future
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Nawalgarh: A Case Study of Shekhawati 
Art and Architecture

“Nawalgarh: A Case Study 
of Shekhawati Art and 
Architecture” 



“Nawalgarh: A Case Study 
of Shekhawati Art and 
Architecture” 
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Losar and the Festivals that make the “MINI 
TIBET” in Mcleodgangj, Himachal Pradesh 
SWATHI SURESH
Third-year undergraduate student

Our two-day train journey to McLeod Ganj was the 
prologue to our Losar adventure. We arrived eager to 
celebrate the Tibetan New Year and delve deeper into our 
research. Traveling to McLeod Ganj during Losar proved 
to be a rewarding and eye-opening experience. It was 
more than just a straightforward New Year's celebration; 
instead, it developed into a nuanced investigation of 
tradition, community, and cultural identity.

Here we were, in the midst of pre-Losar activities; the 
streets were bustling with activity as families reunited, 

homes were adorned with 
vibrant flags, and the air 
was heavy with the pleasant 
aroma of incense. In the best 
manner possible, it was a 
sensory overload. Each 
aspect of the celebration 
provided insights into 
Tibetan culture, from the 
colorful celebrations to the 
subtle changes in everyday 

life. Through observing the ceremonies, interacting with 
the Tibetan community members, and documenting our 
findings, we were able to learn more about the symbolic 
significance of Losar.

Di�erences in participation between the generations 
were one of the most notable findings. The younger 
generation appeared less involved in the celebration and 
frequently participated out of familial responsibility 
rather than out of true curiosity or awareness, in contrast 
to the older generation, who showed a deep connection 
to the festival. The di�culty of maintaining cultural 
traditions in the face of changing social dynamics was 
brought to light by this generational divide.

Losar was a whirlwind all by itself. We maneuvered 
between crowds of people, their vibrant clothes a visual 
delight. As we explored, the meditative sound of the 
monks' repetitive chanting served as a constant reminder 
of the Losar’s spiritual significance. Our hearts were 
warmed by the laughter and sharing of greetings with 
families who were exchanging "Khapse," a sweet rice 

delicacy. The monasteries set up exhibits of butter 
sculptures and light butter lights as a way to o�er 
blessings. It was not just an event but a physical 
embodiment of a tight-knit community. 

Furthermore, our research uncovered the di�erent Losar 
celebrations. Each community contributed its own 
traditions and customs to the festival, from the solemn 
ceremonies at the monastery to the vibrant local Tibetan 
festivals. However, we also observed a lack of 
understanding of the importance of Losar among tourists 
as well as the residents of Dharamshala, suggesting a gap 
between the celebration and its larger cultural 
background.

Our journey wasn't without its setbacks. Sometimes it 
was di�cult to communicate due to the language barrier, 
especially with the elderly Tibetan monks. Our shared 
grins and gestures served as a bridge, an important 
reminder of cultural sensitivity and the beauty of 
connection in spite of obstacles. We were pushed to 
collaborate like never before by navigating a new culture, 
scheduling interviews on the spot, and attempting to 
gather Losar in a brief amount of time. These 
collaborative e�orts helped our group develop a true 
sense of togetherness, in addition to refining our research 
abilities. We developed an appreciation for each other's 
individual skills, learned how to tackle problems 
creatively, and learned to rely on one another. Ultimately, 
the di�culties we encountered contributed significantly 
to the overall satisfaction of the trip.

But among the celebrations, we witnessed a grim 
reminder of the dislocation of the Tibetan population 
living in exile. Although Losar is a celebration of cultural 
identity, it also serves as an eye-opener to the challenges 
that the Tibetan people continue to face in obtaining 
recognition and freedom. 

Our trip to McLeod Ganj to learn about Losar was more 
than just an academic endeavor—it was an unforgettable 
experience. This Tibetan New Year was enhanced by the 
unexpected findings, cultural di�erences, and challenges 
we faced as a team. Past the colorful celebrations, we saw 
a community that was deeply committed to maintaining 
its traditions. Losar inspired a desire in us for cultural 
respect and understanding by merging spiritual practices, 
artistic expression, and communal joy. Along with an 
extensive number of research discoveries, we also came 
away from McLeod Ganj with a renewed understanding 
of the importance of cooperation, the virtue of 
adaptability, and the eternal spirit of cultural history.

This article is based on the DIP group project mentored 
by Prof. Michael Hatcher, Assistant Professor - 
Philosophy and Critical Thinking, whose guidance and 
encouragement were invaluable throughout this journey. 
The students involved in this group were: Kaavya Mehta, 
Khushi Kapur, Lavishka Tulsian, Mahita Shah, Pragya 
Joshi, Rishika Mukherjee, Shaaivya Setia, Shreeya Mehra, 
Shreya Taluja, Shria Pathak, and Sunandini Dhody. 
Together, we navigated unfamiliar terrain and discovered 
the cultural tapestry of India.

DIP group members (left to right)

Khumbars o�ering butter lamps to lord 
Buddha on the day of Losar

Monk beating the drum and chanting 
traditional prayers on the second day of LosarShria Pathak, Rishika Mukherjee, Khushi Kapur, Sunandini Dhody, Prof. Michael Hatcher, Kaavya Mehta, Swathi 

Suresh, Shreya Taluja, Mahita Shah, Pragya Joshi, Shreeya Mehra, Lavishka Tulsian and Shaaivya Setia.
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ANJALI MISHRA

SANJAL SHASTRI

NEHA BAILWAL

SARAH RAHMAN NIAZI

SUJEET R SAVARGAONKAR

MADHU GUPTA

SUCHARITA BELAVADI

RAJEEV KUMAR REVULAGADDA

MINATI RATH

HARSH VASANI

SEEMA POTLURI



401, Phoenix Complex, Bund 
Garden Road, Opp. Residency 
Club, Pune   - 41101, India.

Mailing Address

Gat No. 1270, Lavale, Off. Pune 
Bengaluru Highway, Pune - 412115, 
Maharashtra, India.

FLAME Campus Address

www.facebook.com/FlameUniversity
www.x.com/flameuniversity
www.instagram.com/flameuniversity
www.youtube.com/FLAMEUniversity
www.linkedin.com/company/flameuniversity
www.flame.edu.in

