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The Centre for Knowledge Alternatives at FLAME University is pleased to announce its first
District Fellowship Program, in the state of Maharashtra. This initiative is a key part of the
Chronicle Project, the flagship endeavor of the Centre. The Project is pioneering large-scale
documentation of district-level statistics and cultures across India. The Fellowship Program
aims to capture the ‘culture’ aspect of the Project. The first state to launch the project is
Maharashtra.

The Fellowship is designed to curate a comprehensive documentation of cultural inventory
of the districts of Maharashtra. District Fellows will be responsible for their district
documentation, through an unparalleled opportunity to explore and discover the prominent
as well as hidden cultural aspects of their districts. They will engage with local residents,
visit various sites of interest, collect stories, images and emotions of the place, to build an
encyclopedic insight into the soul of the district. The Fellows will receive a training in
surveying, development of survey tools, writing and effective communication, some aspects
of data for social science, and skills in emerging technological tools for such tasks. 

The Fellowship offers a unique design of training, skills and exposure in an interdisciplinary
field of inquiry. As collectors, authors and custodians of cultural attributes of the knowledge
regarding their districts, the District Fellows will enjoy a unique reputation in the ambitious
Chronicle Project as it matures. Through the Fellowship, they will make several meaningful
contributions to their communities. Their work will go a long way in preserving the rich
cultural heritage of their region and making it accessible to a wider audience.

THE CHRONICLE PROJECT
Inaugurating the District Fellowship Program



In the digital world, while we are more connected and engaged with faraway places, we

are losing our connect with our immediate surroundings. Our relationship with our

neighborhoods, cities and towns is dying. As young people flock out of their native places

for jobs and other reasons, there is a loss of culture that we are witnessing in today’s world.

This is an epistemic loss. A loss of time, memory and playfulness. 

The Fellowship Program is an effort to (re)discover our small towns. We want to cultivate a

network of guardians of local cultural knowledge who serve as collectors and archivers of

knowledge of their towns. As much of the plurality and diversity of our heritage is at risk of

being eclipsed in the wave of internet technologies, the District Fellowship Program aims to

infuse new life into stories, arts, histories, festivals and markets of our districts. We want to

sow the seeds of cultural knowledge, through the hands of young generation, which is most

at the risk of losing all the vernacular wisdom of their communities.  

These guardians of local cultural knowledge will work towards capturing the essence of their

towns and villages, for posterity to use. 

OBJECTIVE

The fellowship is initially focused on
Maharashtra, but we aspire to expand our
reach across the entire country in the future.
Over time, the portal will enrich further, with
more and more people joining the movement
that this Fellowship will trigger.



Nandurbar
Navapur Railway Station, features a split: half in Gujarat and the other half in Maharashtra. The

police station and ticket counter are in Maharashtra, while the station master's office and other

facilities are in Gujarat's Tapi district. This station also follows the laws of both states: alcohol is

prohibited in Gujarat, and pan masala and gutka are not allowed in Maharashtra, with the station

adhering to these regulations.

Akola
Akola is known for its traditional block-printing craft called Akola Dabu prints. According to a

legend, the colors of the sky - blue of the day, indigo of the night, red of the sunsets are

associated with the Akola print. The motifs are picked from nature and surrounding elements, then

crafted onto wooden blocks. The craftsmen dip the blocks into a viscous paste of mud, gum, and

lime, and the method gets its name from the word "dabaana," meaning "to press."

Ter and Dharashiv Caves, Osmanabad (Dharashiv) 
Ter is an astounding archaeological site in Marathwada. It was part of many trade routes from

Baroch to Machalipatnam, Rome and Pataliputra. Traders halted overnight at the nearby Dharashiv

caves which is where the recently new name of Osmanabad comes from. The first three caves

have Buddhist-inspired designs and the last four have Jain-influenced architecture. 

Shetphal Village, Solapur
In Shetphal Village, every house has a special area designated for cobras, and even new houses

are built with a reserved place for the snakes, called Devasthanam. The cobras are treated as

family members, with children even sharing their classroom space with them. 

Lonar Lake, Buldhana 
More than 50 thousand years ago, a meteor struck Indian subcontinent. You know where? In

present day Buldhana, where a Lonar Lake was formed. It is the world's only high-velocity impact

craters in basaltic rock. Moreover, the lake has two distinct water regions that don't mix with each

other. In 2020, the lake turned pink, which may be due to increased salinity in the water, the

presence of algae, or a combination of both.

East Vidarbha (Bhandara, Gondia, Chandrapur and Gadchiroli)
In Dandi folk art, a unique symbolic method called Karpavali is used to identify donors. This system,

prevalent among Dandi artists in East Vidarbha, involves gestures that represent objects or

actions. For instance, a single gesture for the consonant 'ch' is taken by two signs, a spoon or a

chakra. The Karpavali performed by the group leader allows villagers to recognize the name-

village of the donor, even from a distance.

Satpura, Nandurbar
In Nandurbar, tribal people celebrate Rajwadi Holi or Kathichi Holi by wearing bells around their

waist and painting their bodies white. This tradition has been followed by the tribal people in the

Satpura ranges since more than 800 years ago. 

Bokardan, Jalna 
When they dug our remains of Pompeii, the city distroyed by Mount Vesuvius eruption almost 2,000

years ago, they unearthed a beautiful statue (see the image). Called Pompeii Lakshmi, it is a small

statue made of ivory and has been known to come from India. Do you know from where? Well,

initially, it was believed that the statue was made in Mathura, but further research suggests that it

was actually produced in Bhokardan in Maharashtra’s Jalna.

Velas Village, Ratnagiri
Olive Ridley turtles return annually to lay eggs at Velas Beach. On that occasion, the Velas Konkan

Turtle Festival is a conservation movement organized by the Maharashtra government,

environmentalists, animal activists, and NGOs to promote turtle conservation. During the festival,

eggs are collected and incubated in hatcheries to protect them from environmental adversity,

pollution, and predators. Once hatched, the baby turtles are released into the ocean, creating a

memorable sight. The festival is held in March and has become a popular tourist attraction in the

Konkan region.

DID 
YOU 

KNOW? 



The primary responsibility of the District Fellow will be to collect and curate stories and

insights about the cultural aspects of her/his district, in form of prose and pictures. These

stories and ideas will be categorized under the following broad heads: food, people
(communities), language (including dialects), artforms, stories and folktales, cultural
sites, architecture, sports and games, festivals and fairs, local history, markets and
bazaars, local politics, agriculture, education, health, environment, law and the like.

The final output will be comprehensive reports on the information collected along with

pictures to enrich the stories. 

Fellows will undertake fieldwork, collect stories and narratives. They will explore vernacular

texts and study old gazetteers extensively. They spend a lot of time talking to people on the

streets, snowballing into new networks and new information. They will not go with any

preconceived questions in mind. They will allow the place to open itself to them on its own

as we collect diverse experiences of people. This humbling process is not just a discovery of

the place, but of oneself too.

The design will be as follows:

Phase 1: Selection through a competitive process

Phase 2: Training at FLAME University campus

Phase 3: Pilot on the field for about 1 week

Phase 4: Once the pilot is approved, extensive fieldwork for 2 months

Phase 5: Writing and submissions

Fellows who show exemplary drive and commitment towards this work may be considered

for a fulltime position in the Centre for Knowledge Alternatives. 

This is a paid fellowship. Each selected Fellow will receive a monthly stipend, and a

Certificate. The Fellows will become part of a nationwide network that we are building. 

FELLOWSHIP DESIGN & OUTCOMES



Number of Fellows
We will be selecting anywhere between 50-100 Fellows for Maharashtra. Depending upon
the quality of applications, some districts can have multiple Fellows too.

Training 
Fellows will visit the FLAME University campus in Pune for comprehensive training in
qualitative research methodologies and techniques. 

The training is designed to equip fellows with the skills and knowledge needed to
conduct high-quality research in their respective fields.
Fellows will work with experienced researchers and faculty members who are experts in
qualitative research methodologies.
Access to state-of-the-art research facilities and resources, including libraries, archives,
and databases, will be provided during the training.
The training will also offer survey tools, software support, standard operating procedure
and introductory understanding of conducting the fieldwork.

Fieldwork
This phase involves the practical application of the training received, where fellows will
engage in fieldwork to gather data and conduct research in real-world settings.

Documenting
Fellows will be required to document their findings and research outcomes, including
pictures, which may include writing reports, creating presentations, or producing other forms
of work to communicate their findings. While the fieldwork can take place in any language,
the outputs have to be in accessible, simple English. 

FELLOWSHIP ASPECTS



DURATION
The duration of the fellowship will be

three months, which includes

training, research, documentation

and submission.

STIPEND
Depending on the need, some

Fellows may be entitled to receive a

monthly stipend of upto ₹5k-10k to

support their expenses during the

Program. Additionally, their travel

expenses to and from FLAME

University for training, as well as their

stay on campus will be covered.

ELIGIBILITY
You can be a high school or college

student, or even a graduate, it

doesn’t matter. What matters is your

passion and curiosity to know your

own land.

You should preferably be native to

Maharashtra, rooted in the local

culture, maybe one who has grown

up in the local ecosystem.

Proficiency in reading and speaking

Marathi and in written English will be

necessary.

District Fellows will be entitled to receive a

Certificate of Fellowship, reflecting the

work accomplished during the Fellowship

period and skills learnt, and used during the

Program.

CERTIFICATE

Fellows will also receive authorship and

attribution to the content they create in the

outcome of the project. 

AUTHORSHIP



We seek individuals with a passion for discovery, an insatiable curiosity about our own lands,
and the curiosity to excavate new information. If we find an excited bunch of Fellows, magic
will happen!

The application process for the District Fellowship Program consists of two stages:

First Round (Application): Applicants will be required to fill out a Google Form providing
details about their educational background, interests and attaching their one-page CV.
More importantly, the Form will have a variety of objective and subjective (short answer)
questions that capture the sensitivity of the applicant towards the Project goals. The
answers to these questions will be used to determine the suitability of the candidate to
qualify in the first round. The Form should take 1 hour at the most to fill. 

Second Round (Sample Fieldwork): Those shortlisted in the first stage will be given a short
fieldwork assignment. The assignment may typically take 3-5 days to complete. After the
submission, if there are more than required number of Fellows shortlisted, we may conduct
an interview. 

Interested candidates may apply through this Form

Important Dates: 
Deadline to submit the Google Form: 24 March 
Announcement of Round 1 Results: 26 March 
Submission of Round 2 Assignment: 1 April 
Announcement of Round 2 Results: 4 April 
Training on FLAME Campus: 10-14 April 
Substantive Fieldwork Commences on 15 April 

For any information or query related to the Fellowship, please feel free to contact us.
Email Id: cka@flame.edu.in
Phone Number: +91 97662 26670 OR +91 9052481161

(Please apply early, rather than waiting until the deadline. It will give us more time to assess your responses.)

APPLICATION PROCEDURE

https://forms.gle/bNZNYUYtcYTX2vJ96


Rigorous Training in one of the Best Universities in India
Fellows will have the opportunity to get training at the picturesque campus of FLAME
University and learn closely from experienced professionals who will provide hands-on
training and guidance in survey tools, data collection and interview techniques. They will
have access to relevant technologies, training, and tools for conducting fieldwork.
Additionally, they will receive handholding support through Zoom calls throughout the
program. 

Be Part of a Thriving Community of Young Scholars in the Country
At FLAME University, fellows will be part of a community of district fellows, which will provide
them with a supportive network of peers who share their interests and goals. This will be an
army of young intellectuals across the country, which will act as custodians of knowledge
about their districts. The members of this flourishing community will access various events,
programs and other opportunities that the Centre for Knowledge Alternatives will organize
to foster advancement in local knowledge curation. Over time, the membership will grow
into an intellectual movement, significantly influencing policies at local level. 

Own and Disseminate Your Work
As a Fellow, they will have the opportunity to showcase their work through various channels,
including websites, books, and papers. They will be encouraged to take ownership of their
projects and to share their insights and findings with others.

Earn a Certificate in Specific Field of Inquiry
Upon successful completion of the Fellowship, the fellows will receive a Certificate of
Completion from Centre for Knowledge Alternatives, FLAME University, reflecting their
contribution to the Project. Over time, this will be help them stand out in their careers and
demonstrate their commitment to their chosen field.

Possibility to join the Centre for Knowledge Alternatives for the Long Term
Fellows who demonstrate remarkable dedication and skills may be considered for full-time
employment with the Centre for Knowledge Alternatives.

WHY BE A DISTRICT FELLOW?



Werner Heisenberg, the famous quantum physicist, used to say that we see only that part of
reality which is exposed to our questions.

What if we went out in search for India, without any specific questions in mind?

The Centre for Knowledge Alternatives, established in 2021 at FLAME University in Pune, is
dedicated to creating comprehensive knowledge archives on district-level statistics and
cultures throughout India, documented as it is. While the Centre engages with both statistics
and cultures, the Fellowship Program is designed mostly for the purposes of documenting
cultures. 

We view knowledge as a forest rather than a manicured garden. By embracing the
complexity and diversity of information, we strive to create a more nuanced and
comprehensive understanding of our lands.

Visitors and tourists to India often call it a bundle of contradictions, an ‘enigma.’ More
nonfictions are written about understanding India than perhaps any other country in the
world. Yet, what makes it all so interesting is that while foreigners view us enigmatic, we get
by our daily lives in really simple manner, without any confusions about ourselves. How can
we then document ourselves? What will we get if we don’t allow any framework or theory to
explain or define us. At the Centre, we map local cultures, stories and data to create
decentralized chronicles of India.

How can we know about our local regions, our districts, each having their own stories to
celebrate, as well as their own developmental challenges? In the presence of centralized,
homogenizing impulses, how do we preserve their diverse stories and evolve unique
responses to those challenges? 

We will create an open-source platform, allowing for user-generated content, so that
people can enrich the platform with their own stories as we go along. This will become a
living encyclopedia. This is an exercise of understanding a place from the perspective of the
local people, of seeing it unfold like peeling layers of onion. Like listening to a town, and
retelling the music.

ABOUT THE CENTRE



FLAME University has been established as a state private university vide the FLAME University
Act 2014 (Maharashtra Act No. II of 2015) of the Government of Maharashtra. FLAME has
been set up with an idealistic vision and a social commitment to contribute to society in a
noble manner.

FLAME has been created as an academic institution anchored in Liberal Education. It is the
pioneer of Liberal Education in India. The objective of Liberal Education at FLAME is to go
beyond the known and familiar structured and narrowly encapsulated forms of knowledge.
The aim is to provide students a learning experience that would excite and enthuse them.
The education at FLAME University rests in multiplicity and simultaneity, as well as in making
active choices from all that is made available. The focus is on experiencing, learning, self-
reflection and self-discovery by freeing themselves from the traditional ways of looking at
things and instead to constantly question and challenge themselves, society and the world
at large. FLAME University’s vision is to advance society through learning. It aspires to offer
an aspirational destination for students and faculty to innovate the design and nature of
studies, to inspire research to push the frontiers of inquiries in liberal education, leadership,
and beyond.

Spread over 60 acres of green expanse, FLAME prepares students who have a strong desire
to learn and grow continually, welcome new ideas, value diversity with desire to succeed
and give their best towards excellence in all spheres of life.

Our intense and intellectual curriculum caters to worldly interests that expand across five
schools: FLAME School of Liberal Education, FLAME School of Computing and Data
Sciences, FLAME School of Business, FLAME School of Communication and FLAME School of
Design, Art & Performance. Each school centres on perspective building, studying problems
to give creative solutions, teamwork and ethics. We also place strong emphasis on
international collaborations, commitment to public service, and high-quality impactful
research that forms our rigorous and experiential pedagogy.
 

ABOUT FLAME UNIVERSITY




