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DIGITAL LEARNING IN AN INDIAN CONTEXT

1. In an era of competing media etc. has the fundamental arena of academic 
knowledge changed? 

2. If  the historically defined practices of academia have changed, how do we 
learn differently? 

3. As part of a larger mandate for accessing education, do other strategies need 
to be taught to properly contextualize the embodied processes of reflection and 
mastery?

How can digital learning make manifest inter-disciplinary insights we seek to 
render in liberal education and help us ask some of the challenging questions 
of our time:?



From Graphs, Maps and Trees to 
Archives, Databases and Timelines

Moretti, Franco

Graphs, Maps, Trees: 

Abstract Models for a Literary History
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https://www.goodreads.com/award/show/6609-national-book-critics-circle-award


LIBERAL EDUCATION IN INDIA

The “liberalizing” of education that has recently arrived in India boasts of 

▪ a small faculty student ratio,  

▪the ability for increased self study

▪mentorship  for research, and 

▪ real time responsiveness in learning

We are witnessing true contest between knowledge as inheritance versus the 
acquisition of knowledge as first hand experience. 



DIGITAL HUMANITIES

Digital Humanities (DH) explores 
methodologies and techniques 
unfamiliar to traditional modes of 
humanistic inquiry―including 
geospatial analysis, data mining, 
corpus linguistics, visualization, 
simulation, meta-tagging and digital 
archiving―to “read” texts digitally.



https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/digitalhumanities/dh/tools

https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/digitalhumanities/dh/tools


ARCHIVES AND ACCESS: PEDAGOGICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE

These texts were contributed by Maya Dodd, 
of FLAME University, Pune. Maya Dodd’s PhD, 
‘Archives of Democracy: Technologies of 
Witness in Literatures on Indian Democracy 
Since 1975′, among other things, dwelt on the 
literature produced during the Emergency of 
1975 in India. Dodd revealed that the literature 
produced during the Emergency was easier to 
locate in University libraries in India that had 
systematically built up their collections in the 
70s and 80s, than in the libraries of Delhi. In 
fact, texts that were sometimes unavailable in 
India could be traced in the library collections 
at the University of Chicago. All were stamped 
with the sign, PL480, Public Law 480, that 
allowed for the exchange of imported 
American wheat for India to be tied to the 
acquisition of South Asian materials for 
American libraries. 

https://publicarchives.wordpress.com/

https://publicarchives.wordpress.com/


EXAMPLES OF DIGITAL ARCHIVES
https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/

GOVERNMENT ARCHIVES

Films Division http://filmsdivision.org/

All India Radio http://allindiaradio.gov.in

Open Government of India Data https://data.gov.in/

CROWDSOURCED ARCHIVES

People’s Archive of Rural India  https://ruralindiaonline.org/

Indian Memory Project http://www.indianmemoryproject.com/

Rare Books Society of India http://www.rarebooksocietyofindia.org/

Oral Histories of the Partition http://www.1947partitionarchive.org /

DIGITIZED ARCHIVES

Asiatic Society, Sahapedia, India--Google Culture India

The Alkazi Collection, 1860-1910http://www.acparchives.com/pageone.html

Ideas of India, https://www.ideasofindia.org/

https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/
http://filmsdivision.org/
http://allindiaradio.gov.in/
https://data.gov.in/
https://ruralindiaonline.org/
http://www.indianmemoryproject.com/
http://www.rarebooksocietyofindia.org/
http://www.1947partitionarchive.org/
http://www.acparchives.com/pageone.html
https://www.ideasofindia.org/


https://in.1947partitionarchive.org/

https://in.1947partitionarchive.org/


https://cis-india.org/papers/mapping-digital-humanities-in-india

https://cis-india.org/papers/mapping-digital-humanities-in-india


EXPLORING DIGITAL 
HUMANITIES 
IN INDIA
https://www.amazon.in/Exploring-Digital-Humanities-India-
Institutional/dp/1138503193/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=
maya+dodd&qid=1589004880&sr=8-2

https://www.amazon.in/Exploring-Digital-Humanities-India-Institutional/dp/1138503193/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=maya+dodd&qid=1589004880&sr=8-2




JADAVPUR AND 
PRESIDENCY

http://bichitra.jdvu.ac.in/index.php

http://bichitra.jdvu.ac.in/index.php


bl.uk



https://iitikship.iiti.ac.in/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsQdMZKt8_4

VENKAT SRINIVASAN, ARCHIVES AT THE 
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

(NCBS ) 
http://archives.ncbs.res.in/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsQdMZKt8_4
http://archives.ncbs.res.in/


http://www.nationalmuseu
mindia.gov.in/

http://www.nationalmuseumindia.gov.in/


https://aaa.org.hk/



http://www.cckonline.in/delhi-citizen-memory-project.html

http://www.cckonline.in/delhi-citizen-memory-project.html


https://www.hindustantimes.com/travel/safarnama-app-breathes-new-life-
into-delhi-s-ancient-monuments/story-e4dvmJaHzGln09lpGnD9RN.html



http://qamra.in/

http://qamra.in/


https://theasthmafiles.org/

https://theasthmafiles.org/


DH AND COVID-19 RESOURCES



covid19india.org



indscicov.in





JANASTU: FOLLOW THE SHEEP
https://janastu.org/home/index.html#/followsheep
http://mitan.in/followsheep/#Tracks

https://janastu.org/home/index.html#/followsheep
http://mitan.in/followsheep/#Tracks


DHDHARTI.IN 



CONFERENCES: DHARTI TWITTER



UNDERGRADUATES IN DH RESEARCH

I teach a course introducing the 
Digital Humanities to first year 
students and it has yielded some 
fascinating results. One of the 
projects to have come out of this 
course won its creators the John 
Burrows Early Career Research 
Award at the Australasian Digital 
Humanities Association 
Conference in 2018. 



HOMESCHOOLING IN INDIA

https://homeschooling101.wixsite.com/homeschooling101

https://homeschooling101.wixsite.com/homeschooling101


THE BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 

https://botanicalsurveyindia.wordpress.com/

https://botanicalsurveyindia.wordpress.com/


INDIAN HISTORY MAPPING

https://indianhistorymapping.wixsite.com/polhist/2015

https://indianhistorymapping.wixsite.com/polhist/2015


A DATABASE OF SLAM POETS 
IN INDIA

https://slampoetryindia.wordpress.com/

https://slampoetryindia.wordpress.com/


DIGITAL TOOLS USED IN UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH

DIGITAL HUMANITIES PROJECTS (SUPERVISED)     

TOOLS USED

https://timeline.knightlab.com/ for TIMELINES
Timelines of British, Dutch and Portugese botanical surveys https://botanicalsurveyindia.wordpress.com/

Timelines tracking India’s last deacade https://indianhistorymapping.wixsite.com/polhist
Community Cookbooks in India https://communitycookbooks.wixsite.com/website/timelines

WordPress for DATABASES

Slam Poetry in India https://slampoetryindia.wordpress.com/
Children’s Literature in India https://childrensliteratureinindia.wordpress.com/

WIX for ARCHIVES

Homeschooling in India https://homeschooling101.wixsite.com/homeschooling101
Menstrual Health https://archiveperdiodica.wixsite.com/periodica

Sexual Education Resources https://sexualhealthinitia.wixsite.com/mysite
Mental Health Resources in India https://yourmindandyou.wixsite.com/yourmindandyou

A Civil Society Directory of India https://thekhojproject.wixsite.com/mysite

Garba Archives https://thegarbaarchives.wixsite.com/thegarbaarchives (This project received the John Burrows Early Career Research Award at the Australasian Digital Humanities 
Conference in 2018).

https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/dh/

https://timeline.knightlab.com/
https://botanicalsurveyindia.wordpress.com/
https://indianhistorymapping.wixsite.com/polhist
https://communitycookbooks.wixsite.com/website/timelines
https://slampoetryindia.wordpress.com/
https://childrensliteratureinindia.wordpress.com/
https://homeschooling101.wixsite.com/homeschooling101
https://archiveperdiodica.wixsite.com/periodica
https://sexualhealthinitia.wixsite.com/mysite
https://yourmindandyou.wixsite.com/yourmindandyou
https://thekhojproject.wixsite.com/mysite
https://thegarbaarchives.wixsite.com/thegarbaarchives
https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/dh/


COMMUNITY COOKBOOKS

https://communitycookbooks.wixsite.com/website/timelines

https://communitycookbooks.wixsite.com/website/timelines


DATABASING ON WORDPRESS
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE IN 

INDIA 



https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/dh/

Thank You!
maya@flame.edu.in

9 May 2020

https://southasianculture.wordpress.com/dh/

