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Ajit Balkawade

In order to change the current
state of higher education in
the country, new technology
must be harnessed and teach-
ing methods of liberal edu-
cation must be implemented.

This was suggested by em-
inent speakers at a sympo-
sium on ‘The current state of
higher education and insti-
tution building in India’, host-
ed by the Foundation for Lib-
eral And Management Educa-
tion (FLAME) on its Lavale
campus in Pune on October 1. 

The seminar was addressed
by Kiran Datar, advisor, Na-
tional Knowledge Commis-
sion; Jayant Narlikar, founder-
director and professor emer-
itus, Inter-University Centre
for Astronomy and Astro-
physics (IUCAA) and YSP Tho-
rat, former chairman,
NABARD & executive director,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Stressing on the need to in-
tegrate new technology with
the advent of beneficial tech-
nologies, renowned astro-
physicist Narlikar said, “There
is a problem in today’s edu-
cation system and it needs a
solution, which is technology.
Internet can help in expand-
ing a classroom-like situation.
In astronomy, for example, In-
ternet star-gazing is a very
common phenomenon that is
gaining momentum in the re-
cent years.” 

He further spoke on reser-
vations and said that reserva-
tions should be there at en-

try level and should be limit-
ed thereafter.    

Sharing her views, Datar
said, “The arts curriculum at
the University of Delhi has not
been changed in the past 50
years. Education at university
level needs restructuring. The
process of re-structuring an
educational institute is exten-
sive. It is spoken about exten-
sively, but is never attempted.” 

She said that new technol-
ogy must be harnessed to rev-
olutionise higher education in
the country.

Speaking about the philos-
ophy of education and the
role of educators in shaping a
student, Thorat asked

whether students are encour-
aged to make their own choic-
es and take responsibility for
their choices or are they
taught survival lessons only. 

He also asked the students
whether they knew the
meaning of life and how
would they prioritise the ele-
ments of life.

The seminar was organised
to honour Parag Shah, the
founder of FLAME, who re-
cently retired from his post as
chairman of the institute. The
conference ended with a
question and answer session,
wherein the speakers tack-
led questions from students
and faculty.

Govinda Jakhotia

A week-long lecture series on
technology was organised by
the department of mechani-
cal engineering of the Vish-
wakarma Institute of Infor-
mation Technology (VIIT) on
its campus in Kondhwa, from
September 19 to 24.

The lecture series was ad-
dressed by senior academi-
cians, who guided students
on various upcoming trends
and topics that are applica-
tion based. 

The lecture series on tech-
nical aspects proved very use-
ful for students, who are
working on their final-year
project, besides giving them
the opportunity to interact
with professionals from the
industry.

The series started with as-
sistant director of Automotive
Research Association of India
(ARAI), Sukrut Thipse, guid-
ing students on recent ad-
vances in Compressed Natur-
al Gas (CNG) engine tech-
nologies, throwing light on
the basics of CNG, its advan-
tages and its importance in

today’s times. 
“People say that CNG is

dangerous, but any fuel if
mishandled is going to be
hazardous. Diesel engines
and conventional fuel engines
are not environment-friend-
ly and they must be replaced
by alternative fuels like CNG,”
Thipse said. 

As dinosaurs became ex-
tinct after their time had
come, diesel and convention-
al fuel engines will have to
make an exit, he added.

Addressing the students on
solar thermal utilisation,
Govind Kulkarni, professor,
College of Engineering Pune,
(CoEP), referred to his current
research work on effective
use of available solar energy. 

He gave example of solar
stills for water distillation and
solar dryer for food items that
he has developed at the CoEP. 

“There are various difficul-
ties, industries are facing to-
day and budding engineers
should take it as a challenge

and work on these projects,”
he said.   

Talking on fluid power in
low cost automation, Pavan
Mishra, manager, sales and
service, Natasha Enterprises,
showed various clippings of
robots and robotic cell used
in industry today for different
purposes. 

He stressed on various fun-
damental issues that are
faced by final-year students
while appearing for their viva
exams. Sharing his knowl-
edge on nano composites, as-
sistant professor at CoEP, Ra-
jendra Goyal, addressed top-
ics such as use of material sci-
ence for decorative purposes
in churches, auditoriums and
on pots in ancient times. 

“Colours applied with
brush can never match the
beauty and shine of nano par-
ticles, as it is their natural
property. Gold and silver,
when used in nano quantities
show different colours and
have beautiful appearances,”
he said. He also covered var-
ious technical aspects and re-
cent uses of nano composites
in industries today.

VIIT holds lecture series on latest
application-based trends
Discusses topics like advances in CNG engine technologies and solar thermal utilisation

Rajesh Rao 

Seventy-three participants
from all over India present-
ed their research papers at a
two-day national conference,
Yugantar, organised jointly by
the Alard Institute of Man-
agement Sciences (AIMS) and
the Association of Manage-
ment of MBA/MMS Institutes
(AMMI) at Hotel VITS in Bale-
wadi, Pune, on September 29
and 30.

Aimed at presentation of
research work based on the
theme of management sys-
tems practised to meet 21st
century challenges, speakers
at the conference also dis-
cussed the opportunities,
challenges, weaknesses and
threats for new age business
organisations.

Inaugurated by Pashupati
Razdan, vice chancellor, DY
Patil University, Pune, the
conference was attended by
other dignitaries including SK
Mahajan, director, higher and
technical education depart-
ment, Government of Maha-
rashtra; Ashok Joshi, dean,
faculty of management, Uni-
versity of Pune (UoP) and

Sudhakar Jadhwar, dean, fac-
ulty of commerce, UoP,
among others. 

The director of AIMS and
chairman of Yugantar, Eknath
Khedkar, said, “Out of the 110
research papers we received,
73 were selected for presen-
tation. All the research papers
reflected on changes in man-
agement practices due to
technological developments
in the recent years in India.”  

Out of the 73 research pa-

pers, 35 were from Maha-
rashtra and the rest were
from other states. Twenty pa-
pers came from Pune, Nashik
and Ahmednagar under the
UoP. At the end of the con-
ference, three best research
papers were selected for the
top honours. 

The first place went to Mrs
J Bhalerao and Mrs Kowjalgi
from Mahatma Gandhi
Vidyamandir’s Institute of
Management & Research,
Nashik, for their paper on
value of customer satisfaction
and its impact on marketing. 

The second place went to
Kishor Kenthe from Jagdish-
prasad Jhabarmal Tibrewala
University (JJTU) in Rajasthan,
for his case study on compe-
tency and efficiency of hu-
man resource management
(HRM) practices during ac-
quisition. 

The third place went to
Anaga Gokhale from Vish-
wakarma Sahajeevan Insti-
tute of Management, affili-
ated to Mumbai University,
for her study on competency
required for successful HR
professionals in knowledge
economy. 

A perfect blend of modernity
and Indian traditions
SID students organise a fashion show to revive India’s textile craft and bring forth a new side of Indian culture
DNA Correspondent 

The fashion department of
Symbiosis Institute of Design
(SID) organised their annual
fashion show, Timeless De-
Tour 2011, on October 1, on
the institute’s campus in Vi-
mannagar, Pune.   

A platform for all budding
fashion designers of SID,
Timeless DeTour 2011 was an
endeavour to delve into all as-
pects of handicraft and the
historical, social and cultural
influences on today’s fashion. 

The event was the result of
more than six months of ef-
forts by students, who were
guided by the faculty of SID,
showing sustained interest in
crafts and textiles from dif-
ferent parts of India. 

President of the Crafts
Council of Maharashtra, Bela
Shanghvi, known for working
towards reviving textile tra-
ditions, graced the event as
the chief guest. She shared
her knowledge of various
crafts from across India with
the students. 

Noopur Parmar, a third-
year fashion communication
student, said, “It was a very
enriching experience to ex-
pand our knowledge of crafts
that are on the verge of ex-
tinction. We realised it is our
duty as designers to promote
not only the craft, but also to
uplift the artisans because
they are a vital part of the de-

sign process.”
Another third-year fashion

design student, Shruti Garg
said, “I learnt a lot about tex-
tiles made in India and how
they can be promoted. For ex-

ample, how a Paithani saree
can be used to make clutch-
es, bags and chappals.”

Entering the fourth year of
celebrating designs created
by SID students, the festival

is known for bringing forth
new characteristics of Indi-
an culture and tradition. 

“The highlight of the event
was not the fashion show, but
an interaction with the arti-

sans, who had come all the
way from their native places.
Apart from that, experts from
the field of textile craft in In-
dia inspired students with
their presentations at the
event,” said Ankita Sehgal, a
student. 

A new concept introduced
this year at the festival was
Bazaar, where various arte-
facts were showcased. Cap-
turing the essence of the idea,

the bazaar set
up consisted of
artisans from
Assam and
Kolkata,
mehendi
artists and bal-
loon-sellers.
People also en-
joyed at the
stalls serving
Indian fare

such as pani-puri, candy floss,
coconut, gola and guava to
name a few. 

This year, as part of the
core subject of craft docu-
mentation, students explored
the textile crafts of various
states. 

Students of fashion com-
munication discovered local
crafts from Kerala (Balarama-
puram sarees, screw pine),
Orissa (applique art, palm leaf
art), Kolkata (Baluchari,
leather batik embossing), As-
sam (Muga silk, bamboo and
cane articles), Kullu (Kinnau-
ri shawls, Pulla chappals).

It was a very enriching experience to expand our
knowledge of crafts that are on the verge of extinction. We
realised it is our duty as designers to promote not only the

craft, but also to uplift the artisans because they are a vital
part of the design process

—Noopur Parmar, third-year fashion communication student

Models walk the ramp wearing designs created by SID students at Timeless DeTour 2011; (inset) the Indian
bazaar showcasing various artefacts from across India, at the institute on Sunday 

‘Harness new technology to
change face of higher edu’
Eminent speakers interact with students at a symposium at FLAME

Renowned astrophysicist Jayant Narlikar speaking at the symposium at
FLAME on Saturday

There is a problem in today’s
education system and it needs a
solution, which is technology

—Jayant Narlikar, astrophysicist

Papers presented on 21st
century mgmt practices
Study by duo from Nashik institute bags first prize

SK Mahajan, director, higher and
technical education department,
Government of Maharashtra,
speaks at Yugantar

Sukrut Thipse, assistant director, ARAI, addressing students on recent
advances in CNG technologies at VIIT

DNA Correspondent 

The Indira Institute of Man-
agement, Pune, in association
with the University of Pune
(UoP) and the Computer Soci-
ety of India, organised a na-
tional conference, Indira IT
Technovation Summit 2011, in
Wakad on September 29.

Celebrating knowledge rev-
olution, the conference saw
some of the brightest minds
in IT industry addressing is-
sues and possibilities in IT
space. Recognising the bril-
liance in IT space in India,
awards for exemplary work
and lifetime achievement in
this sphere were declared.     

Commodore (retd) Anand
Khandekar, chief mentor at
NGO FUEL, was honoured
with the lifetime achievement
award at the function. 

Other winners included
Anupam Arun, CEO of Venture
India; Kishor Wikhe, senior
vice-president, Cap Gemini Fi-
nancial Services, Global Busi-
ness Unit; Deepak Nathani,
COO and executive director,
Cybage; Nitin Deshpande,
president, Allscripts India Op-
erations and Jyoti Pandhare,
manager, recruitment, Nihi-
lent Technologies. 

Brilliant minds
in IT industry
honoured

CampusCONNECT
Crypto Challenge 2011
to test mental abilities
To identify budding cryptologists, Data64
Techno Solutions from Pune has
announced ‘Crypto Challenge 2011’ for
students around the globe. Sponsored by
Data64 Techno Solutions, Crypto
Challenge is incubated by Science and
Technology Park, a step promoted by the
Department of Science & Technology,
Government of India. 

The challenge begins on October 1 and
ends on December 31. It consists of
seven online challenges of increasing
complexity. Contestants must explain the
attack methodology for each challenge
cracked by them. To take on the
challenge, one has to create a free
account on www.cryto64.com/c.  

Students celebrate ‘Joy
of Giving’ week in city
Joyfest, a nationwide movement to
celebrate the ‘Joy of Giving’ week was
organised by Prayatna, an NGO run by
students of three Symbiosis colleges in
association with Sayaji Hotels in Wakad,
Pune, on Symbiosis Infotech campus,
Hinjewadi on September 26. The three
colleges are: Symbiosis Institute of
International Business (SIIB), Symbiosis
Centre for Information Technology
(SCIT) and Symbiosis Centre for
Management and Human Resource
Development (SCMHRD).

Joyfest welcomed 100 underprivileged
kids in the age group of 5-15 years from
Sneh Foundation, Prayatna and children
of security guards and workers. The
programmes included dance, songs and

performances by kids from Sneh
Foundation, besides a play from Eklavya
drama club of SCIT. Fun games like sack
race, lemon and spoon race and musical
chairs, were also organised for the kids.

Entrepreneurship
Awareness Camp
tomorrow
The entrepreneurship cell of MIT College
of Engineering (MITCOE), in association
with IIT Kharagpur, has organised an
entrepreneurship awareness camp on
the institute’s campus in Kothrud on
October 4. Successful entrepreneurs will
share their success stories with the
students at the camp. Students will get
an opportunity to interact with
successful entrepreneurs and innovators.
The key speakers include Sandeep
Saxena, founder, Acton Biotech; Pradeep

Surana, CEO, Quantum Infotrainers &
Constultants; Prakash Tolani, senior
director, Siemens; Vidyasagar Potdar,
director, Curtin University, Bentley,
Western Australia and Prasad Washikar,
strategic business head, Fulcrum
Worldwide. The camp is open for all;
from 9 am to 1 pm. For registrations, log

on to edc.mitcoe.edu.in.

Vishwakarma Maritime
Institute conducts
second PoP 
Thirty-eight cadets of the Vishwakarma
Maritime Institute (VMI) graduated at
the passing out parade (POP) ceremony
of the second Graduate Marine
Engineers (GME) batch, conducted by
the institute on its premises recently.

The managing director of Bernhard
Schulte Shipmanagement (India), BN
Prasad, took the salute of guard of
honour on the occasion. He took a round
with the officers and inspected the
parade. B Chandakkar, director of VMI,
presented the annual report and shared
information on the activities carried out
during the training of the cadets. The
gold medal for ‘Best Engineering Cadet’
in academics was awarded to cadet
Amandeep Singh. The gold medal for
‘Best BSM Cadet’ in overall proficiency
went to cadet Kinny Benven Pascoal.

—Compiled by Rajesh Rao

Prayatna NGO members along with underprivileged children at the Joyfest

Cadets taking part in the passing out parade at the Vishwakarma Maritime Institute


